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1 ‘Te mana o te wai’ is the phrasing used in the National Policy Statement on Freshwater Management 2020 which 
sets out the objectives and policies for freshwater management under the Resource Management Act. 
2 For further details on the Water Strategy and its implementation, refer to the full Auckland Water Strategy document 
and the Water Strategy Implementation Plan 2022 
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3 Same as above 
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https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/our-plans-strategies/Pages/te-taruke-a-tawhiri-ACP.aspx
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/our-plans-strategies/Pages/te-taruke-a-tawhiri-ACP.aspx


Table 1: f\/lauri Assessment Tools 

Tool Comment Assessment Criteria 

Auckland 

Council's Wai Ora 

Wai Maori 

Programme 

Evolution of the Wai Ora Wai Maori framework, 
with proposed mana whenua values, attributes, 
and measures for Auckland Council's Wai Ora Wai 
Maori programme. 

Developed as a Maori Freshwater Values 
Framework for input into the National Policy 
Statement for Freshwater Management (N PSFM). 

Wai Ora Cultural Developed within Auckland Council's Healthy 
Health Framework Waters department, with implementation of a 

pilot study with Te Ahiwaru. 

Mauri Model 

(Mauri-o-meter) 

It is understood further development of this 
model is in progress within Healthy Waters. 

Originally designed as a tool to assist with 
decisions around potential engineering projects 
and their benefit to or impact on mauri, this tool 
has been applied widely. 

It is a tool focused on selecting between options 
for future projects to improve the quality of 
decision-making, not to collect matauranga Maori 
about the current state of a waterbody or 
ecosystem. 

Applied within Auckland Council previously, with 
application by engineers/scientists deemed 
inappropriate without the guidance of mana 
whenua holding matauranga and ability to 
determine mauri. 

Includes a basic set of quantitative/ biophysical 
attributes, alongside a more comprehensive set 
of qualitative indicators determined by iwi/hap0. 
16 economic, physical, biophysical, and 
metaphysical values that can be applied to the 
Tamaki Makaurau context. The nested framework 
outlines 126 individual indicators - some of which 
could be further sub-divided into other 
indicators. 

Examples include assessment of artificial mixing 
of mauri, access to wai (in multiple states), 
presence of tTpua/kaitiaki, mauri assessment, 
safe to swim/recreate, mahinga kai, he ara haere 
(navigational routes), and he au putea (economic 
growth). 

lwi to determine what indicators are included or 
excluded from the framework. 
Scoring a combination of binary (Ae/Kao), Likert 
scales (Pai Rawa Atu / Mauri Ora to Aue/ Mauri 
Noho), and numerical measures. 

Cumulative scores given by individual observers 
are then averaged to give an overall site score, 
aligned with NPS-FM attribute bands (A to D) 

Nine tohu / attributes - vegetation, water, soil, 
air, animals, sacred places, metaphysical 
attributes, special places, and urban impact. 
Each encompasses scientific measures and 
cultural measures, with characteristics of a tohu 
dependent on geographic region, history of the 
awa, and capacity of mana whenua / living 
knowledge. 

Likert scoring: 1-5, qualitative assessment 
through wananga, engaging traditional Tuakana
Teina approaches with Kaumatua, Kuia, and 
Rangatahi. 

Radar diagram for comparison over time. 

Four nested domains: Ecosystem, Hap0 
(cultural), Community (social), Whanau 
(economic). 

Likert scale from -2 (diminishing mauri) to +2 
(enhancing mauri), with ability to weight the four 
aspects of mauri to address their relative 
importance to users and decision-makers. 

Measured indicators vary from site to site, as 
each is a bespoke assessment related to the 
project/location and hap0/whanau undertaking 
the assessment. 
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