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7.Safety
The rate of child injuries in New Zealand has remained stable 

Injuries are a leading cause of hospitalisation and death of children, despite most injuries being preventable 

(Child & Youth Wellbeing, 2020). The age-standardised rate for all serious injuries in New Zealand children 

(aged 0-14 years) was 81 per cent per 100,000 children in 2018. This has remained relatively stable since 

2004. The rate of fatal injuries has declined over the last two decades. There is a low incidence of serious 

assault injuries to children (Stats NZ, 2021a). 

Increasing number of family violence investigations during COVID-19 

Children and women are the most common victims of family violence (New Zealand Police, no date). There 

has been an increase in family violence investigations over time, particularly in 2020 during the COVID-19 

lockdowns (Foon, 2020). 

Young people's experiences of safety, abuse and violence 

Youth19 provides data on young people's feelings of safety and experiences of abuse and violence: 

Witnessed inc'id.ents of vi:olence at hom.e 

■ 6% wJtnessed .adults at home

lhit or hurt .a.11other .a.du11!: 

I 
■ 8% wi�nessed .a.du11!:s at home

hit or hurt .a chrnd 

• Vio ten ce at hom,e: fi. per c,ent of r,esjpondents had witnessed ad lts at home

hit or hurt alilother ad. � i lil the last 12 1mo ntlis� while 8 per cent had wi n;ess,ed

ad ullts at home h irt or hurt a chilld.

school saf�y 

■ 
1

79% in 20CH 87% i1120l9

• S afoty at scho al: young peoplle foel safer at scho al than they 11.J1sed to (thits has
increased from 79, per cent in 20011 to 87 per cent in 2.0119). Haii11bow students feel
less safe at sch ooll than 110 n..irai nbow stJu dents., • ue to higher rates of b ull.ying.
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