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the lake.7 However, in some lakes (e.g. Lake 

Rototoa) the concentrations of algae and nutrients 

were higher during isothermal (well-mixed) periods, 

particularly in the surface waters, which does not 

support the theory of internal loading. For other 

parameters such as water clarity, variability 

between stratified and isothermal conditions was 

less obvious. 

Polymictic lakes show little variation in pH and 

dissolved oxygen throughout the water column, 

though anoxic conditions do occasionally occur at 

depth in some lakes (e.g. Lakes Slipper, Spectacle, 

Tomorata). When oxygen is low throughout the 

water column there is less habitat available for 

aquatic species. 8 
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Find out more: 

Visit the Data Explorer: https://environmentauckland.org.nz/Data/Dashboard/456 

Read the methodology report: https://www.knowledgeauckland.org.nz/publications/water-quality-and

rive r-eco logy-data-exp lo re r-m et hod ology-su p ple me ntary-re po rt/ 

For more information and data, contact: EnvironmentalData@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 
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